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Message

from Director of

National Discovery Museum
Institute

National Discovery Museum Institute’s role is to create knowledge about
diversity in our society and culture, both in history and in contemporary context,
through exhibitions and activities to encourage continuous learning in Thai society.

“Gender IlLumination” is an exhibition which is based on our awareness that,
as a social museum, it is our duty to present our society and keep abreast with
the modern world. The aim is for all of us to live together without prejudice and
with respect for one another as fellow human being. We want to promote
the idea of equal accessibility and inclusion.

This exhibition maps out the history of gender diversity in a broad perspective.
Meanwhile, we also present stories and objects from individuals to illustrate
their lives under our society’s frame. I hope that you will get to know them as
regular people who lead their own Llives in their own ways.

In the process of making this exhibition, we received support from various
organizations related to gender diversity and human rights, both local and
international. But the key support was from the general public, the ordinary
people who submitted their stories and belongings to illustrate their stories.

We would like to thank everyone and every organization who has helped us

create awareness and understanding about gender in our society today.

Rames Promyen

Director of National Discovery Museum Institute
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If
male and female were merely roles
and we could choose which role to play.
No, make that which roles to play.
No definite answer. Fluid and free.
Nothing’s real. Nothing’s fake.
Everything is just characters, props, and lines.

The story keeps going.
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Gender Maze

These words are commonly used and heard every day.
They form fixed gender stereotypes.

Do they make you squirm?

Do you use these words to discriminate others?

Know yourself. Know others. Break the gender stereotypes.

After all, gender is only imaginary.
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Non-Binary

Gender-based discrimination comes in all shapes and sizes.
Women are weaker than men. Men are natural leaders.

These stereotypes lead to social issues and hold us back from
becoming more civilized.

Non-binary is a catch-all category for gender identities that are
outside the gender binary. Not exclusively masculine or feminine,
top or bottom, straight or gay. It embraces a fluctuating gender
identity because our body, behavior, and preference are fluid

and ever-evolving.
Non-binary is the solution to discriminatory gender binarism.
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Gender - determined by body or mind?



Gender

Sexuality or sexual orientation is not a black and white matter.

Don’t just follow others.

Stop and don’t be just a copy of someone else.

Be you. Be original.

Let’s find your own way.

An open-end question, answered from within

Your body grows, and it’s not the only thing growing.

Your mind also grows,

and it’s trying to tell you something. Me, Myself, and I - that’s what you should get to know.
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Sexually Attracted to

H Women/Females/Femininity
@ H Men/Males/Masculinity
H Other Gender (s)

@) dntinnoina
N Gender Identity

@ P Woman-ness
@ O ) Man-ness

O ) Other Gender (s)
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Gender Expression

Feminine
Masculine

Other

wATLwndivuanauAn
Sex Assigned at Birth

O rfemale O Male () Other/ Intersex (?)

Wausssivganielafy
Emotionally Attracted to

H Women/Females/Femininity
O Men/Males/Masculinity
H Other Gender (s)
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Understand your gender through the Gender Bread

This model tries to explain that a person’s gender is not a cookie-cutter matter
When it comes to gender identity, only you know what gender you are.
When it comes to gender expression, how you act, what you wear,
and how you style your hair is up to you.

Your biological sex can be only male, female, and intersex,
but your sexual orientation can be whatever.

You can love anyone, whatever their gender and expression.

You can be as fluid and eclectic as you want.
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Tear down the barrier -
in this case the restroom walls -

for equality in the call of nature.

Sometimes toilets are unisex,

and people are fine with that.
Gender-specific toilets, however,

are quite a headache.

Those who are neither male nor female

feel a little awkward.

Everyone goes to the toilet to let Loose.

But in a way, it says that

we are discriminating even when it comes to
something so natural like when nature calls.
Wouldn’t it be better to have toilets for

all gender orientations?
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Genderless Restroom
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Discrimination Even in Wee Matters

Gender segregation of toilets is evidence that
“there are only male and female in the world.”
Having male and female restrooms creates
two large boxes that expect everyone to

make a choice and fit into them.

If you don’t choose one,

you might have to use restrooms for

the disabled for now.
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ni']tlﬁ / Female Urinal device
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Anyone can pee standing up.

Female urinal device is here to save the day!
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Finger condoms and dental dams are
here to make your sexperience safer

in @ more diverse way.

Whatever your gender,

there’s a condom for your safety and equality!
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Every incident happened to Thai people in our Thai society.
Some concealed, some revealed, depending on various factors.
ALl of them are chapters.in Siam Gender Records.

They chronicle the gender-related clashes and celebrations in our society.
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Life Without Rights

In the Three Seals Law in Ayutthaya Era

(15" -18" century),

transgenders could not be witnesses in court.
This means transgenders existed and were
acknowledged, but they were a minority group

and could not be witnesses in court.
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Biological Sex in Old Documents

Dwarfs, the deformed, transgenders, 4
and albinos serving in the royal court back in
the 15" - 18" century Ayutthaya kingdom.

Why were transgenders fit into

__ the same box as those with physical |
~abnormalities like “dwarfs, the deformed,

-and albings”? 3
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Activity is not Identity (luinunsnuuzaz)

Sexual Activities
Prince Rakronnaret

Mom Pet Sawan

Prince Rakronnaret Pleasured Ancther Brother.

(the early 19" century)

Prince Rakronnaret had an affair with male khon

performers and turned his back on his wife and kids.

Mom Pet Sawan Playing the Game of Flats
(Lady Heavenly Duck, court lady in the early 19"

century)

The Game of Flats = an 18"-century English term

for sex between women

These “sexual activities” did not conform with
the social norm, but it did not change the person’s
identity. Even with same-sex relationships, their

biological sex remained their identity.

Activity is not Identity
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The Origin of the Word “Thua Dam” (black bean) referring to MSM

In 1935, there was news about prostitution of underage boys.
The owner of the business was a man called Thua Dam.

The word then became a mocking term for men who have sex with men.
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ARLULWAL..aNARUIANTTU : - Gender Issue in a Murder

ARLNANTTL ATLTA LUDTUNL . The murder of Darrell Berrigan,
pRaAMENTdusIENITAY CIA, R editor of the Bangkok World and
un. vwnanidas sulluniledafun e : an ex CIA, was published in many
NaNeaduEg W.A. weos 1l ) : newspapers in 1965. Later,
nnsauny uda Wde “nmemiy” , ' €d Bowling was arrested,
Funsudnasnasiwaldun wasunu : ! as Berrigan had bought sex
ApwdeEin navanntiuldunu before his death.
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Media as a Space

Actions, behaviors, and identities of LGBT people emerge everywhere, seeping
into various media and sciences. Even so, sometimes the media still fail to
understand what LGBT people are, and misrepresent them. Thus, LGBT people

must take action and straighten things out.
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Mithuna Junior, the Pinnacle

One of the first gay magazines in Thailand was
Choengchai (men’s way) in 1982.
The cover featured naked men and women,

but the magazine only lasted two issues.

After that, Mithuna (Gemini) was born,

with a claim to be a magazine for all genders.
Soon after, Mithuna Junior was published by

the same publisher, focusing on gay readers.

It was a major success.
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Attitude: Fashion, lifestyle,

and purchasing power

In 2011, Attitude, a British gay magazine
arrived in Thailand. It’s not a sex magazine,

but a magazine on fashion and lifestyle. It
changed the way gay people are perceived.
After the arrival of Attitude, GM publishing also
introduced lesbian magazines such as TOMACT
and TOMACTZ. Today, Attitude is no longer
published, as an aftermath of the rise of online

media.

Attitude (weee)
Attitude (2011)
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N’YAH!:

The only transwoman magazine

Transwomen and gay men are similar and
different in many ways. Sometimes the two
groups have clashes. Transwomen’ space in
gay magazine is limited. So, here’s N’YAH!,
the first and only transwoman magazine
which presents stories about transwomen

and transgenders.
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Lesbians in the News

Anjaree was a group of lesbians, founded in 1986. The members were women’s rights activists

who felt that lesbians’ rights were separated from women’s rights in general.

In 1994, Anjaree-san journal was initiated, as a newsletter communicating among the members.

(Around 500 members, sent via mail.)

In 2001, Anjaree tried to create a magazine An (Another Way Magazine) to communicate with
the public about LGBT rights.

In 2008, Sapaan (bridge) Publishing was initiated to bridge the gap between LGBT and the public,

especially on gay women. Alternative literature and social movements were also done by this publisher.
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AYANTANT - ' an

another Magazine .
number 18 November 254
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PEYANTENT (mEame) an (another way magazine) (uc¢ee)

Anjaree-san journal (1986) an (another way magazine) (2001)
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My Loneliness is Killing Me...

In the 2000s, Internet became an integral part of people’s lives.
Matchmaking migrated from paper to screen.
Many matchmaking websites were created, such as Xq28 - Born to be GAY (M-M) and Lesla (F-F).

Chat programs were also popular and took many people to their goals.
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camfrog

Pirch (u¢eo) Camfrog (wéew)
Pirch (1998) Camfrog (2003)
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“ e de ne pas répondie parce que son
statut est Absent(e)

Envoyer

Msn (meee) ‘

Msn (2002)
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Tout savoir sur 'actu MSN Messenger ? Cliquez ici A




Grindr (weew)
Grindr (2009)

Jack’d (meen)
Jack’d (2010)

Hornet (weee)
Hornet (2011)

Tinder (meee)
Tinder (2012)

Blued (weee)
Blued (2012)

Orinor

o

o

tinder

O blue
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GThai.net / Palmplaza / Postjung
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A71e9AU application 989 Line
Skype Hangouts %38 WhatsApp
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After the 2010s, smartphones
became attached to our bodies,
and people migrated from
computer screen to touch screen.
Since everyone’s always on their
phone, many matchmaking
applications were born.

Near, far, wherever you are,

let GPS lead the way to love.
Long-standing websites like GThai.
net / Palmplaza / Postjung remain
classic platforms, but they have
linked with applications like Line,
Skype, Hangouts, and WhatsApp

for survival.
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DRAG is Not a Drag

iawgAnssuglyd Wasuguuy wWasunames

Street Show TAulADINUL MaABBNAINYULLAY Theatre F9g1TR
sous saifiugeludu @adh milwy auAuauinig dAnyased “aulng”
woday 1@y wunnsszduinee (Skill Battle) nlmsiasnda
nanaunszus DRAG 138 Dressed Resembling a Girl

9z Drag King %38 Drag Queen Iﬂiﬁﬂﬂuﬂiﬂ@ﬂﬁuuﬂ DRAG l&t

iy Aanssu adnaguile Woiwas iiuring Adndolssunanudew

The audiences changed. The shows changed. The occasions also changed.

Street shows that break away from theatrical norms were born.

fancy clothes and full-on hair and make-up are put on.
They dance. They sing. They compete in skill battles to see

who’s boss. DRAG or Dressed Resembling

A Girl invites Drag Kings and Drag Queens to get up and Dragi

It’s a popular activity,

just like going to the movies and sﬁmn{(
.

Cabaret Shows,

Empire of transwomen

Back in 1975, a group of
transwomen wanted to organize
a show for friends in a New Year
party. After the curtains fell,
the audience went wild and
suggested they take it to the
next level. The show was

an instant success, and that led
to Tiffany’s Show, the first
cabaret show in Thailand which
indicated the rise of diversity-

driven entertainment.

Tiffany’s Show (1974)
Alcazar Cabaret (1981)
Calypso (1988)
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LGBT in Film Industry: Danger, minority, laughingstock, ghost, and outcast

Films which talk about LGBT people are usually classified as gay and lesbian films. Labelling films

“gay films” and “lesbian films” is discriminatory and presumptuous - it is a way of saying that same-sex

relationships are not ordinary and the films do not belong in the same group as ordinary films
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Khon Kin Mia (1974), a movie which depicts gay people as psychos, leading to a wrong stereotype.
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Iron Ladies (2000),
Iron Ladies II (2003)

create a friendly image for LGBT

people, especially transwomen.
You can be their friends
because they are laughing-
stocks who bring laughter to

your Life.
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Beautiful Boxer (2004) is
a story of a transwoman boxer
who fights for acceptance in

the male-dominated world.

Phleng Sud Thai (Last Song)
(1985) is a tragedy about a
cabaret star who chose to end
her Llife by shooting herself on
the stage. It affirms that same-

sex love is fake and always

ends tragically.
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Films about gay men’s
relationships have existed for
a long time, and soon, lesbian
relationships were also
portrayed in films in various
production Llevels.

Yes or No (2010)
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Insects in the Backyard (2010)
is an independent film by
Tanwarin Sukkhapisit. This good
film had to go through a Lot of
legal processes before finally

releasing in 2017.
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The Love of Siam (2007) were mass movies which talk about gender

diversity in romantic drama. They “humanize” LGBT characters.
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Malila The Farewell Flower (2017) is inspired by a Buddhist story
about uncertainty and letting go. The main characters are a gay
couple who are portrayed as ordinary people leading the same Life

as everyone else. We all go through the same circle of life.
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Y-Girls

Y-girls are originally from Japan. It is a response to sexual oppression through imagining forbidden
love, especially among the same sex. This sort of relationship is frowned upon by the society,
but the sexiness of being in the dark, hiding and sneaking around, gives Y-girls such happiness

and satisfaction. It is a form of release from the pressure they face in real life.
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Underground Y-Stories and Stampedes at Book Fairs

In 2007, Y novels were monitored and almost swept away. They were considered abnormal and
something that should not be on display. Y novels were thus hidden from the shelves, but available
secretly upon request. The demands are there, and nothing can stop Y-girls. Thus, a niche book
fair was created. There is a member-only bookstore in Siam Square where you have to present
your card to buy a book. Y-girls continue to be a great supporter of the print industry, and the

sales of Y books in National Book Fairs are phenomenal. Who says Thais don’t read?
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Movements in the Name of Rights
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HIV and Gay Movements in Thailand

1988-1997

«  AIDS situation in Thailand began to worsen, and LGBT community fell victim to the widespread
of the disease. Clubs, groups, and organizations were established to fight AIDS and HIV.

«  Lesbian groups which had been founded in the previous decade also came out to the public

and started movements about equal rights.
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Together, United to Fight

1998-2007
- There were movements demanding rights, such as the resistance against Rajabhat Institutes’

policy which refused gender-diverse applicants to the Faculty of Education.
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The opposition against Government Public Relations Department for not promoting media to

portray gay, transgender, and lesbian people.

The demand for explanation from the Department of Mental Health, Ministry of Public Health
when homosexuality was removed from the International Classification of Diseases 10

Revision (ICD-10) by the WHO (World Health Organization).
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Fight Against Discrimination, Violation and Biases

2008-2017

Things seemed to be Looking up when there was a revision in military recruitment document,
changing the term “permanent mental disorder” to “gender expression different from
biological sex,” after a plea that began in 2006.

Civil Partnership Act was drafted, but later put on hold amidst political changes.

“Gender Equality Act 2015” was passed.
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In 2018,

Thailand still hasn’t managed to make titles
match gender orientations.

Same-sex marriage is still not legalized.

Child adoption is still not possible for same-sex
couples.

Public toilets are still either male or female.

That Troublesome Lipstick?

In 2015, Kath Khangpiboon posted

the image of this Llipstick on her Facebook.
It led her to being disqualified from the
university where she’d applied for a full
time job. Or did it? She filed a complaint

with the Administrative Court.

In 2018, the Central Administrative Court
revoked the university’s order, after
resolving that her action was not serious

and did not affect her work.

Out of the box
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Break the frame. Dismount the wall.

Raise a new generation with awareness about
rights, freedom, love, dignity,

and human’s worth.

Bring creativity to life through arts.

Project by
Togetherness for Equality and Action —TEA
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Unite, Drive, and Express to
Create a Diverse Society

Pride as an LGBT Movement
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A new and colorful world for everyone
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First Gay Parade in Thailand

October 31, 1999 Middle-class gay people

in Bangkok got together to organize the first gay
parade in Thailand, Bangkok Gay Festival, to raise
awareness about AIDS, express themselves,

and support tourism in Bangkok’s entertainment

districts.

Interestingly, although the gay men of Bangkok are
mostly middle-class, financially stable, educated,
and identify with American gay culture, the first
gay parade in Thailand was nothing like the original
one. It’s basically a public expression of the gay
community, which was not widely accepted by

the Thai society at the time.
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Sao-Sao €d Group
(21* Friday Group) and
End Violence against LGBT Day

In 2009, the Rainbow Sky Association of
Thailand and M Plus Foundation, together with
a network of organizations related to AIDS,
youths, women and sex education, organized
a gay parade in Chiang Mai Province under
the concept “Equality in Diversity NOW!”
The parade, however, was interrupted by

a group of around 200 protesters who
surrounded them and verbally attacked them.
The incident Lled to a formation of a group called
Sao-Sao €d Group (21% Friday Group) and

the Foundation for SOGI Rights and Justice
(FOR-SQGI). February 21 of every year is
recognized as the €nd Violence against

LGBT Day in Thailand.

Freaks of Nature...

When Traditions are Weapons of Destruction
Anti-gay protestors in Chiang Mai demanded
the gay pride parade be stopped immediately,
and no gay pride event should take place in
Chiang Mai for 1,500 years. The LGBT people
were also demanded to crawl and beg for
forgiveness from the protestors.

“These faggots are freaks!” These words still
sting, and it’s one of the most demeaning things
that could ever happen to a person.
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Cultivation, Expression, Acceptance, and Rejection

Gender in private and the public space

UNNAUADYSY unNaudan waszluldi@an

The role I have to take, the role that I chose, and the one I did not.
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Mother’s love

[ spent 25 years mustering up the courage to
tell my mother I was a transwoman. She said
that my life would be tough. Life as a transwoman
isn’t a happy one. But whichever gender I choose
to be [ would always receive her love.
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World without “confinement”

“We can be whatever we content to be.

Our identity isn’t so fixed or strictly defined”

[ read and felt blessed because I see nothing to
fear. Nothing feels wrong or out of place.

Verita Sriratana
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The compact powder that was never
opened

Makeup seems too bizarre for me to use.

30 years have passed and the compact powder
my aunt gave me on my first day at work is
still closed. For me, things like this reflect what
[ am not, and what I will never be.

Anonymous
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[ had to fight a lot of resistance.
It took very long, about 5-6 years,
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before my family could accept what
[ do. I proved myself by paying for
my own tuition fee from grade 12

until finishing university. After that
I became a cabaret girl. This is the
place where | can prove my ability
and provide for myself as well as

. my family.
NANA JUFITIOL
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Mr. Anjaree

Winning Mr. Anjaree contest in 1999 makes me
understand lesbians and transgender people in
Thai society better.

Parit Chomchuen
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Parimonthon Haeng Rak (Periphery of love)

\

Looking back 30 years ago, it was not easy to finish writing
“Periphery of Love” and have it published. Numerous cross-outs are a proof of

my “desire to write”. It really has been a long way until we can easily talk about

LGBT like we do today.
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Buku Team, the team of peace

We may not be the best football players,

but our team stands on the principal of equality
and mutual respect. We are open to diversity and
are determined to protect human rights. Football
is a sport, peace and equality.

Anticha Sangchai
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Hijab

Shedding off Hijab is liberating oneself from
womanhood and revealing the true self. It also
means stepping away from the things that have

defined you since your birth (sex, parents and
religion)

Kaina Rosidah
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Contraceptive pills of
change

My mother begged me to become
a son again, but I have chosen
my path. It was trial and error
getting to know my body by
myself. [ couldn’t just leave this
behind because it has already
become my life.

Shanayoos Siribenjawong
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When I had my sex
reassigned

I have been through many beauty
contests. But life becomes
difficult when I decided to have
a sex reassignment surgery.
Misplacement of organs causes
problem when urinating. When

I filed a lawsuit for a correction
surgery, the doctor evaded

for years until the statute of
limitations expired. It was a hard
learned lesson, so anyone who
considers the surgery, do check
if the doctor is experienced
enough to perform this on your
body.
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Dilator - memory of the
journey into womanhood

This is the tool to prevent
contractures of the vagina after
sex reassignment surgery.

It was a good memory and a bad
memory. It was my pride, my
pain, and the life I have chosen.

Witty
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Every decision is the rights in your
body and your life

Tangerine Community Health Center supports
everyone who wants to have sex reassigned.
If you take hormones whether for male-to-
female or vice versa, you need to have your
hormone level checked regularly. Those who
want to have sex reassigned need to know all
the information concerning sex reassignment.
We are here to help finding the safest method
for you.

Kritima Samitpol
Tangerine Community Health Center
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The important permit of my Llife

I once wore a skirt to an examination because

my ID says I'm ‘female’ even though I have been taking
hormone and living as a man. [ submitted the complaint
to the Chancellor, and the University Council amended
the university rule about female students having to
wear skirts to examinations.

Kaona Saowakun
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Cover Up
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Caover up and be someone you’re not.

Whatever role you’re playing, you can’t change who you are.

Be you, like you want to be. Be fluid. Be diverse.

Don’t label yourself. Who is to define what the “norm” is?
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Coming Out of the Closet

You’re alive and stylish, but you wear clothes
that the society expects you to wear.

You follow fashion trends. You forget that life is
yours to live. Only you have the power to decide.
Accepting yourself = accepting others.
Together, we can take our society forward.

If you can’t even accept yourself, change
yourself, and choose the best for yourself,

what hope is there?
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Draw Your Dream
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Support the right to same-sex marriage and make it legal.

Let there be equality. Love conguers all. #lLovewins
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Understanding the Civil and Commercial Code 1448
and the Civil Partnership Act

The Civil and Commercial Code 1448 states that a man and a woman can marry.
Same-sex couples are therefore not allowed to legally marry. This means the rights that
married heterosexual couples have are not extended to same-sex couples.

Although there are many same-sex couples in our society, and they are publicly acknowledged,

the law still treats them as non-existent.
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We Can Break Away from Gender Stereotypes
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Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands
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