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Krung Rattanakosin was founded as the capital after King Pra Phuttayotfa Chulalok (Rama I) relocated the
royal and administrative center from Thonburi to the other side of the Chao Phraya River. After the establish-
ment of the new Capital, King Rama | has begun a major restoration of Thai literature and arts including the
classical Thai dance in the Palace called the Royal performance. ‘
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Having inherited from ancient classical Thai dance and music, the performances
during the early Rattanakosin period (Rama | to Rama V) were designed to
i | have strict show patterns and artistry in craftsmanship in costumes, ornaments
£ G :: and musical instruments.
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During the reign of King Rama VI and VII, the Western influence on Thai arts
was prominently shown in theatres. With the introduction of plays, acting
techniques and character placement on stage by King Rama VI, the use of
Thai musical instruments was replaced with Western performances. During
the reign of King Rama VII, a musical culture of jazz music has also gained
popularity among Thais.
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Thai-styled performances and entertainment were still seen during the reign of King Rama IX. With the 90s being
the golden era of the music industry, Thai songs started to be widely recognized and played at night clubs.
A portable music device was also introduced in this era, giving people easier access to music than ever.
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During the reign of King Rama V, a new Likay performance called Lika

was founded with the actors dressed like Malays chanting a prelud
was fast paced and featured a gamelan during the performance.
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Wang Burapha quarter was abundant with modern facilities,
shopping areas, fashion and the biggest theatres. In its prosperous
era, the area was home to three movie theatres namely Kings,
Queens and Grand that screened foreign and Thai movies.
Restaurants, coffee shops and malls have turned the area
into a venue for teenagers. This group of teenagers was

called “Koh Lang Wang”
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